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SUBJECT: UNESCO 19TH GC - DRAFT DECLARATION ON MASS MEDIA 
REF: A. STATE 257992, B. MASERU 12544, C. STATE 224244 

1. AS INDICATED REF B, REF A RECEIVED BY POUCH (DUE LINE OUTAGE) 

ONLY ON OCTOBER 26, POUCH HAVING BEEN MISROUTED BY SAA. 

2. ON OCTOBER 27 CHARGE DISCUSSED DRAET DECLARATION WITH PERMSEC 
EONAFE MASHOLOGU EMPHASIZING US DESIRE TO POSTPONE VOTE WHILE 
ALLOWING LULL DISCUSSION OE SUBJECT AT 19TH GC TO PRODUCE A TEXT 
WHICH WILL ENJOY WIDE SUPPORT AS CONTRASTED TO LIMITED SUPPORT 
EOR PRESENT DRAET. CHARGE ALSO DREW ON REE C TO OUTLINE EOR 
MASHOLOGU DIEEICULTIES WHICH MAKE PRESENT DRAET DECLARATION 
UNACCEPTABLE TO US (INIMICAL TO US CONSTITUTION, ZIONISM/ 

RACISM, ETC.). CHARGE EMPHASIZED ALTERNATIVE APPROACH OP 
STRENGTHENING LDC COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITIES IN LIEU OP 
DRAPT'S UNACCEPTABLE RESTRICTIONS ON FREE PLOW. 

3. MOSHOLOGU SAID HE UNDERSTOOD AND SYMPATHIZED WITH THE US 
POSITION IN PRINCIPLE BUT HE SAID THAT FOR LESOTHO THE IDEA OP 
STRENGTHENING DOMESTIC COMMUNICATIONS SO AS TO BE ABLE TO COMPETE 
WITH SOUTH APRICAN MASS MEDIA IS UNREAL. (LESOTHO HAS NO RPT NO 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS AND ONLY SMALL LESOTHO WEEKLIES. 
NEWSSTANDS ARE SWAMPED WITH SA PUBLICATIONS AND SA RADIO 
COMPETES HEAVILY WITH RADIO LESOTHO EOR LOCAL LISTENERS. 
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MASHOLOGU SAID, GIVEN LESOTHO'S PRIORITIES, IT IS EASIER TO 
CONCEIVE OE STATE CONTROLS THAN TO ENVISION A BUILD-UP OP LOCAL 
MEDIA CAPABILITY TO MEANINGPUL COMPETITIVE BASE. 

4. WHILE MASHOLOGU, OF COURSE, DOES NOT PORMULATE GOL 
POLICY, HIS VIEWS ARE LIKELY TO BE ENDORSED BY MANY IN GOL 
WHO LIVE WITH TORRENT OF SA MEDIA INPO AND INEPFECTIVE LITTLE 
VOICE OP RADIO LESOTHO. 
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